
do email blast directly from 
the website and easily up-
date information about up-
coming workshops and con-
ferences.  We have needed 
an overhaul for quite some 
time and we are almost 
there.  Thanks to Cheryl 
Willis for taking the lead on 
this along with Peter Snel-
grove for volunteering to 
help in getting the new web-
site up and running.  The 
web address will stay the 
same, www.alrid.org, so be 

looking for updates to come. 

We are partnering with Troy 
University to hold the Ala-
bama Interpreter Metamor-
phosis which I hope you all 
have registered to attend.  
This conference has some 
great presenters lined up 
and we will have the biennial 
ALRID general meeting dur-
ing the conference.  ALRID 
will be hosting a luncheon 
before the general meeting 
and I would love to see you 
all there!  We will be electing 
officers at this meeting so 
please come and let your 
voices be heard!  Region II 
conference will be held in 
Chattanooga, TN at the end 
of July/ first of August so 
please be looking for infor-
mation regarding that con-

ference in the near future. 

As summer approaches so 
does many family vacations.  
Please be safe and enjoy 
time with family and friends. 

Until next time… Melvin 

Spring is upon us and tradi-
tion dictates that during this 
time of year we clean out our 
closets and do some deep 
cleaning around the house.  
The ALRID board is doing the 
same thing with our bylaws 
and policy and procedures 
manual.  The ALRID board 
understands that the struc-
ture of local chapters must 
change but will only make 
changes after input from the 
membership.  This is a great 
opportunity for our leader-
ship to get on the road and 
see what ALRID can do you 
for you.  The ALRID board is 
planning some “town hall” 
meetings through out the 
state.  Sue Graham, ALRID 
Vice-President, and Belinda 
Montgomery, Member-at-
Large, will be hitting the road 
later this year to meet with 
interpreters through out the 
state to see how we can 
better serve you.  These 
meetings will be for ALRID 
members and non members.  
We want input from every-
one about how we can serve 
you better and would like to 
include all interpreting gen-
res.  Please make an effort 
to attend as we need your 
expertise to help our organi-
zation grow and continue to 
represent the needs of inter-

preters in Alabama. 

ALRID has begun to utilize 
technology, thanks to AIDB, 
by using the video confer-
encing equipment in the 
regional centers for board 
meetings.  I can’t tell you 

President Melvin WalkerPresident Melvin WalkerPresident Melvin WalkerPresident Melvin Walker    

how great it is to have a 
board meeting and then 
have most of our board back 
home or back to work after a 
meeting within a matter of 
minutes instead of hours.  
For years, I personally have 
spent more hours traveling 
to and from meetings than 
time at meetings.  In using 
video conferencing we are 
able to spend more hours 
working on important issues 
relating to interpreting and 
make strides in moving for-
ward.  Another great benefit 
to using video conferencing 
equipment is that ALRID 
members are able to attend 
meetings.  We are able to 
connect the Huntsville, Bir-
mingham, Montgomery, and 
Mobile regional centers so if 
you are able to attend the 
next meeting please do!  We 
have had members attend 
the last few meetings and 
their input has been so valu-
able to moving our organiza-
tion forward.  The next ALRID 
meeting will be on Friday, 
June 4, at 9:00 a.m.  Please 
plan to attend at one of the 
four regional centers men-

tioned above. 

Another thing the ALRID 
board is working towards is 
moving our website to a new 
host.  There are other chap-
ters in Region II that have 
recommended a new host 
which will make the website 
much more interactive.  We 
will have the capability to 
accept payment using credit 
cards for membership, con-
ferences, workshops, and 
much more.  We will have 
member only pages and 
each member will be able to 
control what information of 
theirs is published for public 
view on the website.  The 
ALRID board will be able to 
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Tribute to Mary Lou Bingham 
Submitted by: Melvin Walker, ALRID President 

Mary Lou Bingham, more 
affectionately known as 
“Mama Lou” is an inter-
preter you should know or 
have heard of.  I’m sure you 
have heard the phrase, “In 
order to know where you are 
going you must know where 
you have been.”  Well, in 
order for you to understand 
the profession of interpret-
ing you must first know 
about those who took the 
first steps in making inter-
preting a profession. I had 
the distinct pleasure of 
meeting Mama Lou, thanks 
to Mary Ann Hickman and 
Lin Fulton, in 2004.  I inter-
viewed Mama Lou, with the 
help of Mary Ann and Lin, 
and am grateful for both the 
opportunity and for now 
having a video of the inter-
view that will live on in AL-
RID.  Mama Lou was a 
founding member of ALRID, 
the first certified interpreter 
in Alabama, the first editor 
of the ALRID News, and 
those are just a few of her 
firsts.  I remember her dis-
cussing Alabama becoming 
a state chapter of RID.  In 
the process RID told Mama 
Lou that we would be named 
ARID.  She quickly picked up 
the phone and contacted 
someone at RID to explain 
that she would not accept 
the name of ARID because 
that meant hot and sweaty 
but that instead she would 
agree to ALRID.  I found it so 
funny, yet so “interpreter 
like” to focus on the details.  
Did you have any idea that 
there was one person who 
put so much thought into the 

name of ALRID? 

Mama Lou had a key 
phrase, “Get With the Deaf.”  

She believed that the only 
way a person could be a 
good interpreter was to im-
merse themselves in the 
Deaf community.  Does this 
still hold true?  Of course it 
does, if you ask any 
“seasoned” interpreter what 
helps them to improve I’m 
sure they would tell you it’s 
being active in the Deaf 
community.  I can tell you for 
me that is the case.  Mama 
Lou and I share the distinc-
tion of having Deaf parents 
but just simply having Deaf 
parents did not make us 
good interpreters.  I have 
improved my own receptive 
and expressive skills by be-
ing active within the Deaf 
Community.  Mama Lou is 
one of those people who 
made you feel welcome, at 
ease, and never intimidated.  
Her message was always 
profound but she didn’t 
push it on you instead she 
simply shared her love and 
passion for the field of inter-
preting and left it up to you 
to decide what to do with it.  
For me, she had made me 
want to be a better person 
and leader within the inter-
preting community.  When I 
interviewed her she talked 
about working with interpret-
ers in the past and the 
names were impressive but 
she wasn’t a name dropper 
instead she was simply dem-
onstrating that she was an 

important part of our history. 

Mama Lou was an out-
standing interpreter because 
she loved what she did and 
was passionate about pro-
viding accessibility to the 
Deaf community.  When 
there was a cause needing 
to be shared you could find 

Mama Lou right there ready 
to speak or interpret de-
pending on what needed to 
be done.  I found this to be a 
valuable lesson because 
here she was a leader in our 
profession, who had imple-
mented so much within our 
state, and she still recog-
nized that sometimes the 
best contribution she could 
give was her time as an in-

terpreter. 

Mama Lou left us on Decem-
ber 28, 2009 but will never 
be forgotten.  We as inter-
preters owe her a debt of 
gratitude for spearheading 
so much in the field of inter-
preting that has brought us 
to where we are today.  
Mama Lou had great 
phrases that I’ll never forget.  
She said that an interpreter 
working with rings on each 
finger could be equated to a 
person speaking with a 
mouth full of food.  You just 
can’t make that stuff up and 
when you hear it the mes-
sage definitely makes sense.  
We, as an organization, are 
very lucky because we have 
Mama Lou captured on 
video and can continue to 
share her wisdom with new 

interpreters. 

I would like to say thank you 
to Mama Lou for taking the 
time to talk with me and I 
hope that she knew what a 
profound impact she had on 
my life.  ALRID was her baby 
and she worked hard to 
build this organization to 
become what it is today.  
Let’s not disappoint her but 
instead continue to grow this 
organization to be the best it 
can be by supporting inter-

preters in this great state! 

“In order to know 

where you are going 

you must know where 

you have been.”  

~Mary Lou Bingham~ 
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Pictured of the first class of certified Legal Pictured of the first class of certified Legal Pictured of the first class of certified Legal Pictured of the first class of certified Legal 

Interpreters. Mary Lou Bingham standing on Interpreters. Mary Lou Bingham standing on Interpreters. Mary Lou Bingham standing on Interpreters. Mary Lou Bingham standing on 

the front row on the right end.the front row on the right end.the front row on the right end.the front row on the right end.    

I first met Mary Lou Bingham 
at First Baptist Church in 
Birmingham when I joined 
her sign language class in 

September, 1965. 

I had felt called to work with 
the deaf in a revival service 
in another church.  I called 
David Richardson, the Mis-
sionary of the Deaf in Mont-
gomery, AL and he sug-
gested I contact Mrs. Bing-
ham.  She said sign lan-
guage class was starting in 
September.  When I came to 
class and told her of my 
decision to work with the 
deaf, she said, “Oh, I have 
been praying for a man.” 
When she saw my shocked 
look, she quickly added, “Oh, 
no.  I mean there was a man 
here before me who was an 
Associate Pastor and I think 
the deaf people responded 

better to a man leader.” 

During the next year, Mary 
Lou told me all about her life 
experiences with deaf peo-
ple.  I was not aware of just 
how much I was gleaning 
from her experiences until I 

attended the ‘Orientation to 
Deafness’ program at the 
University of Tennessee in 
Knoxville in September, 
1966.  Dr. Glenn Lloyd, Di-
rector of the program asked 
me several times how long I 
had been working with deaf 
people.  He could not believe 
it had been only one year 
because of all the under-
standing I had learned from 

Mary Lou Bingham. 

Mary Lou continued to men-
tor and influence me when I 

returned home. 

In the early years of Alabama 
RID, Mary Lou Bingham had 
a desire to increase mem-
bership by establishing 
chapters in different towns 
around the state.   Working 
with Carl Kirchner, the na-
tional president, she found 
we could not have chapters, 
but we could have divisions.  
That is how, through her 
effort, we came to have divi-
sions of ALRID around the 

state. 

During Mary Lou Bingham’s 

term as ALRID President, we 
were using the Helper Model 
of Interpreter.   Interpreting 
meant not only translating to 
deaf people, but also assist-
ing them in understanding 
and working with life’s sys-
tems, as most interpreters 
started out interpreting in 
churches.  Mary Lou Bing-
ham mentored many reli-
gious interpreters in Ala-
bama and the Southeast 
using the Helper Model of 

Interpreter. 

I have had limited contact 
with Mary Lou in the last 
several years.  A few years 
ago I went to see her in a 
nursing home in McCalla 
after her birthday.  She said 
she had several people 
come out to the nursing 
home on her birthday to help 

her celebrate with a party. 

Mary Lou Bingham has been 
a very positive influence in 
my life and work with the 
deaf and I will forever be 
grateful that I had the oppor-

tunity to learn from her. 

Tribute to Mary Lou Bingham 
Submitted by: Harvey Williams 

has worked with Deaf story-

tellers/poets in Sweden, 

Norway, Denmark and Ja-

pan.  Peter lives in Chicago 

and teaches in ASL-English 

Interpretation Department at 

Columbia College. He loves 

to tell stories to his 

son.  Check out his web-

site:  www.deafpetercook.co

m!        Doors Open at 5:30 p.m. 

Refreshments Served 6:00 – 

7:00 p.m. Show Starts at 

7:00 p.m. (Ages 18 and up 

only.) Ben May Main Library, 

Bernheim Hall 701 Govern-

ment Street  Mobile, 

AL  36602   (Park in back, 

Entrance is on Scott Street) 

$10 per person BEFORE 

May 24, 2010. $15 at the  $15 at the  $15 at the  $15 at the 

DOOR DOOR DOOR DOOR ----This presentation will 

be in ASL only. For any ques-

tion call Lisa Gould Lisa Gould Lisa Gould Lisa Gould at 251251251251----

432432432432----7777777777777777....    

Mobile Division of ALRID Mobile Division of ALRID Mobile Division of ALRID Mobile Division of ALRID 

would like to    INVITE YOU TO 

AN EVENING OF ASL ENTER-

TAINMENT! 

SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 2010SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 2010SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 2010SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 2010- 

All Deaf, Hard of Hearing, 

Interpreters and Students 

are invited to see. 

“A Feast for the Eyes:“A Feast for the Eyes:“A Feast for the Eyes:“A Feast for the Eyes:     An  An  An  An 

Evening with Peter Evening with Peter Evening with Peter Evening with Peter 

Cook”Cook”Cook”Cook”        Peter S. Cook is an 

Internationally reputed Deaf 

performing artist whose 

works incorporates Ameri-

can Sign Language, panto-

mime, storytelling, acting, 

and movement.  Peter has 

traveled extensively around 

the country and aboard with 

Flying Words Project to pro-

mote ASL Literature with 

Kenny Lerner since 1986. 

Peter has appeared in Live 

from Off Center’s “Words on 

Mouth” (PBS) and “United 

States of Poetry” (PBS) pro-

duced by Emmy winner Bob 

Holman. Peter teaches at 

Columbia College where he 

received the 1997 Excel-

lence in Teaching award. In 

1998, Peter set up a video 

production called PC Produc-

tion and now based in Chi-

cago. Peter was featured 

nationally in festivals such 

as the Jonesboro National 

Storytelling Festival, Okla-

homa City Winter Tales, Illi-

nois Storytelling Festival, 

Indiana Hoosier Storytelling 

Festival, Eugene Oregon 

Multi-Cultural Festival, and 

The Deaf Way II and the 

Millennium Stage at the 

Kennedy Center in Washing-

ton, D.C. Peter was invited to 

the White House to join the 

National Book Festival in 

2003. Internationally, Peter 

An Evening of ASL Entertainment 
Submitted by: Lisa Gould 

“Oh, I have been 

praying for a man.”  

~Mary Lou Bingham~ 
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IRS Pursuing Association Audits More Aggressively 
Submitted by: Melvin Walker, ALRID President through Cheryl Moose, RID President 

ASSOCIATIONS NOW, March 

2010 

By: James P. Sweeney and 

Robert H. Billig 

Be prepared for questions 

on compensation, govern-

ance, and unrelated busi-

ness income at your next 

audit. 

The Internal Revenue Ser-

vice has recently shown a 

more aggressive posture in 

its field audits of exempt 

organizations. This is only 

expected to increase due to 

recent expansion of exami-

nation personnel in the Ex-

empt Organization division. 

The IRS is aggressively chal-

lenging intercompany activi-

ties of associations and their 

related affiliates, especially 

if an affiliate is a 501(c)(3) 

charitable organization. In 

addition, focus has moved 

from general operations to 

governance issues and also 

to allocations of expenses to 

offset unrelated business 

income. 

Affiliate and membership 

challenges. The IRS is par-

ticularly focusing its field 

audit posture on transac-

tions between associations, 

their memberships, and 

affiliated charitable organi-

zations. The IRS is con-

cerned that transactions 

from a charitable activity to 

the members of the associa-

tion without full and ade-

quate consideration being 

paid from the association or 

recipient members to the 

charitable affiliate may re-

sult in prohibited private 

inurement. An example 

would be research or educa-

tional publications being 

provided by a charitable 

organization to the members 

of an association free of 

charge without payment to 

the charitable organization 

by members or the associa-

tion. 

The concern in this field 

audit posture is that if these 

transactions are present, 

especially in more than an 

insubstantial way, the IRS 

will challenge the continuing 

exempt status of the charita-

ble organization. In reality, 

and in nonegregious situa-

tions, it appears that the IRS 

will in some instances re-

quire acknowledgement of 

the "questionable" transac-

tion by management and the 

respective boards of the 

organizations involved, with 

the understanding that such 

a transaction will not occur 

again; if it does, an arm's 

length charge will be pre-

sent. Failure to adhere to 

such an agreement could 

result in future revocation of 

exempt status. 

Compensation inquiries. The 

new Form 990 requires sub-

stantial compensation dis-

closures. Although the asso-

ciation community was vocal 

about the expanded disclo-

sure, the IRS was steadfast 

in the new requirements, 

stating that it was concerned 

with compensation practices 

of associations and other 

501(c)(6) organizations, as 

these organizations were 

also subject to a prohibition 

of private inurement as set 

forth in the statute under 

paragraph 6 of section 501

(c). Although field agents are 

reviewing compensation 

practices of associations 

during an audit, to date, it is 

not known if there has been 

a challenge regarding the 

reasonableness of current 

compensation practices. 

However, the ancillary focus 

in the field is substantiation 

and adherence to the ac-

countable plan rules. When 

items are found that should 

have been reported on a 

Form W-2, this results in an 

adjustment to the income of 

the recipient of the benefit, 

which should have been 

properly reported on that 

person's respective Form 

1040. Recent audit posture 

by the IRS is to ask for an 

extension of the statute of 

limitations period to assess 

tax not only for the associa-

tion but also for the individ-

ual's Form 1040. This pos-

ture is expected to continue 

and actually ramp up, based 

on some recent informal 

comments by IRS personnel 

in public forums. 

Governance issues. The IRS 

has recently posted a check 

sheet on its website that 

lists governance concerns 

for charitable organizations, 

not excluding charitable 

affiliates of associations. 

The IRS completes this 

sheet at the beginning of the 

audit process and studies it 

back at IRS headquarters to 

determine the focus and 

breadth of the audit of the 

charitable affiliate. Although 

the IRS admits that it does 

not have statutory authority 

in the Internal Revenue 

Code to ask questions or 

require disclosure of govern-

ance, management, and 

disclosure practices on its 

Form 990, it believes that 

existing statutes (namely 

section 6033) provide it with 

the authority to do so. Dur-

ing the recent debates re-

garding the Health Care 

Reform Act, Senator Chuck  

Grassley (R-IA) proposed 

adding to the tax statutes 

specific language allowing 

for such governance inquir-

ies. At press time, this pro-

posal has been removed 

from the pending healthcare 

legislation; however, we 

must pay close attention to 

its possible passage in fu-

ture tax bills. 

Unrelated business income. 

The IRS is applying literal 

statutory language with re-

gard to expenses allowable 

to offset unrelated business 

income. The expense must 

be directly and proximately 

related to the generation of 

the unrelated business in-

come. Blind allocations of 

overhead are not being al-

lowed if these relationships 

cannot be adequately ex-

plained. 

James P. Sweeney, manag-

ing director with RSM 

McGladrey, leads the firm's 

Tax Services for Tax Exempt 

Organizations practice in the 

mid-Atlantic region. Robert 

H. Billig, managing director 

with RSM McGladrey, leads 

the firm's Not-For-Profit Ser-

vices practice in the mid-

Atlantic region. Email: 

james.sweeney@rsmi.com<

mailto:james.sweeney@rsmi.

com>,bob.billig@rsmi.com<

mailto:bob.billig@rsmi.com> 

See also: IRS check sheet of 

governance concerns for 

charitable organiza-

tions<http://www.irs.gov/

pub/irs-tege/

govern-

ance_check_sheet.pdf> 

(PDF) http://www.irs.gov/

pub/irs-tege/

govern-

ance_check_sheet.pdf 



 

SERID 2010 
OCTOBER 16 OCTOBER 16 OCTOBER 16 OCTOBER 16 ---- 19, 2010 19, 2010 19, 2010 19, 2010  

Louisville, KY 
"Rising to the Challenge: Raising the Bar" 

This year, the Southeast Regional Institute on Deafness will be held October 

17th-19th in Louisville. Please consider submitting a proposal for one of the 

many tracks. The conference is a wonderful opportunity for networking, learn-

ing, and rejuvenating with others who understand the importance of the work 

you do. If you have any questions about the conference or would like to be part 

of the Mental Health track proposal review committee, please don't hesitate to 

contact me at Michelle.Niehaus@ky.gov  . I can also be reached at (502) 564-

4456 x4521 (voice) or (502) 385-0460 (VP). 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.alrid.org 

Fax: 205-554-1369 
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