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House Bill # 165: ASL as a Foreign Language in Alabama
You may be aware that Representative Craig Ford (D),
Gadsden, has introduced legislation calling for recognition
of American Sign Language as
a "foreign language" for the
purpose of receiving credit in
Alabama's Colleges and

Secondary Schools.  This is important for a number of
reasons, not the least being increasing the number of
people who know ASL. 

There is a House Education Committee hearing on this
bill scheduled for February 16th, at 2:00pm in committee
room 602.  A show of support would be much
appreciated.
.
People will assemble at the Commissioners conference 
room on the 5th floor of the RSA Union building before that time. 

ALRID is supporting this venture and encourages you to get involved.

We can make a difference!
What can you do? It's easy… just write a letter to the Representative(s) from your
area.  Additionally, a letter should be sent to the editor of your local newspaper as
well as the members of the Special Education Committee.  The members contact
information can be obtained from http://www.legislature.state.al.us/house/
housecommittees/housecommittees.html#anchor862452.   Statistics show that
handwritten letters carry more weight than typed ones, so get to writing! The letters
must be mailed by February 12th!
!

President’s Report 2 Position Announcement 7 Local Chapter News   13
Support ASL Bill 3 Silent Weekend 8 Presenters – AAD 2005   13
ALRID Response 4 Why CEUs? 11 COSDA 14
ALBIT Response 5 Essay Contest 11 Upcoming Workshops 15
Last Minute CEUs 6 Deaf Bass Fisherman Flyer 12 Membership Application                      22

A Bi-Monthly
Publication of
the Alabama
Registry of

Interpreters for
the Deaf.

��������	������
��



A bill was proposed to the Alabama State
Legislature by Representative Craig Ford for
ASL to be accepted as a foreign language.
Now that a House Bill (HB) number has
assigned to it (HB165), we need to start a
serious letter campaign to support its passage.
Why?  What interest do interpreters have in the
passage of this bill?

Certainly, we interpreters must believe that
American Sign Language is a language.  Did
we not sit in class after class learning the
grammatical constructs?  Have we not spent
hours and hours looking at videotapes of deaf
people telling stories trying to decipher the
main ideas, if not the details?  If it is not a
language capable of communicating
complicated, abstract ideas, how could we
even do our jobs?

According to the RID.org Interpreting and ITP
FAQs, “ASL is a distinct visual-gestural-
kinesthetic language…it has unique
grammatical, lexical and linguistic features of
its own.”  Anyone who has ever met a deaf
person from another country knows that ASL is
not universal.  It is a language used by a
particular people in a specific part of the world,
namely the United States and Canada.

We have learned that a critical part of acquiring
language is learning the culture that
accompanies it.  How many times have we
attended Deaf cultural activities where the
audience waves their hands in the air as
opposed to clapping?  Just last year the
History Through Deaf Eyes traveling exhibit
came to Birmingham, Alabama, from Gallaudet
University in Washington, D.C.  We had the
opportunity to see and hear the experiences of
deaf people throughout the past several
hundred years, which has created their culture.

People frequently ask how long it takes to
learn sign language as if it is some type of
code or method of gesturing.  My response is
always that it takes about as long as learning
any other foreign language because that is
what it is.  As it says in the Interpreting and ITP
FAQs on RID’s web page “Language fluency,
be it spoken or visual, requires time, study,
immersion in the language community and
constant practice.  After taking three classes,
you may be able to handle communication of
simple concepts of daily life.  To be
comfortably fluent in native conversation at
normal rates discussing complex topics may
take years.”

As second language learners, we interpreters
need to step up and let our legislators know
how complex a language ASL is.  We gain
monetarily from our knowledge of ASL.  The
least we can do is help the language get the
recognition it deserves.  Legislators will
respond if they receive enough personal, hand
written letters that are convincing.  You have
the Internet as a wonderful resource, but
mainly your feelings, experiences and beliefs
are what they want to hear about.

Nancy Hayes
President, ALRID
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By Nancy Hayes, ALRID President
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How do you find the names and address of your representative(s)?
Go to www.legislature.state.al.us and type in your zip code to find the address of the
Representative(s) from your area.

What should you write?
Here’s a sample letter:

Your Name
Your Address
City, ST ZIP
Date

Dear Representative ______________________,

I am writing this letter in support of House Bill #165, American Sign Language (ASL)
as a Foreign Language. Please support this bill so that high school and college
students can take American Sign Language for foreign language credit.

The Los Angeles Times recently reported (January 18, 2005) that in recent years
ASL has the fastest enrollment growth rate of any "foreign language" offered on
college campuses. It is the fifth most widely studied foreign language in college.

In Alabama, a foreign language requirement is necessary for an advanced academic
diploma for high school students. Offering ASL as a foreign language to high school
students would give students another option, especially in areas such as Talladega
and Birmingham where there is a large number of deaf and hard of hearing
individuals who use ASL.

There is a need for sign language interpreters for individual who are deaf and hard
of hearing. Offering ASL in high schools and colleges will give students exposure to
a possible career in interpreting.

Please support House Bill #165.

Sincerely,
Your Signature

HHBB116655  ::      AASSLL  AASS  AA  FFOORREEIIGGNN  LLAANNGGUUAAGGEE  IINN  AALL
Continued from page 1
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January 16, 2005

RE:  “Dear ALRID,”  printed in The ALRID News, November 2004

Dear North Alabama Educator,

On behalf of the ALRID board, I apologize for the disrespect you and the interpreters
at your school have experienced at any ALRID sponsored workshops or activities.
The use of SEE in the classroom has been a political battleground for the education of
deaf and hard of hearing children as far back as I can remember. To me, the prime
objective for any interpreting assignment is to match the language of the deaf or hard
of hearing person. However, that is not the point.

Interpreters are notorious for being critical of each other. I’m not sure why this is the
case and some areas are worse than others. As for ALRID, our principal objective is to
promote activities that will further the profession, not the other way around. Our
objectives are just goals that we aspire to achieve. Sometimes we fall short of our
goals. For that we do sincerely apologize. We want to be the organization for all
interpreters in the state of Alabama, not just those who use ASL.

The ALRID board appreciates you taking the time to inform us of our shortcomings
and we recommit ourselves to do better. This field requires a tough skin. After
working as an interpreter for over twenty years, I still receive criticism on my signs
and interpretations. My interpreter instructor and mentor taught me to accept all
criticism and try to gain something from it. “The customer’s always right”. My advice
for the interpreters you work with is to try to meet the Deaf community at least half
way.

Perhaps you and interpreters you serve will consider meeting the members of the
Shoals local chapter.  This local chapter consists mainly of educational interpreters
and covers the North Alabama area west of I-65.  You may contact the Shoals Chapter
president, Cheri Suns, via email at lighthousesuns@hotmail.com.

Nancy Hayes
President
ALRID
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January 24, 2005

Dear North Alabama Educator,

This letter is in response to your letter in the ALRID newsletter 11-05.

The Legislative intent of the Alabama Interpreter Licensure Law as written in Section 34-16-2 states, "The
Legislature declares that it is in the best interest of the public health, safety, and welfare to regulate the practice
of interpreting and transliterating on behalf of consumers who are hard of hearing, deaf, or speech disabled by
licensing and permitting the providers of interpreting and transliterating services and establishing and
monitoring interpreting and transliterating standards in the State of Alabama."  The Licensure Board has the
responsibility to uphold the tenets of the law.  The Law, as currently written, outlines and sets the standard for
License levels and Permit levels.  "Nationally Recognized Certification" includes RID and NAD IV and V
certification (See Section 34-16-3 (9).  The Law, as currently written, does not recognize the S.E.E. evaluation
as a "Nationally Recognized Certification", therefore, does not allow for granting licensure to applicants who
hold S.E.E. levels.

The Law does list "English Based Sign Systems" as a communication system (See Section 34-16-3 (11) b.)
Based on those criteria, when the request was made to the board to accept the S.E.E. evaluation as an approved
performance evaluation, the board accepted that request and the S.E.E. evaluation became an approved
performance evaluation for permit level applicants.

You mentioned that your interpreters are less than enthused to attend workshops because of the differences in
sign philosophy.  A win/win situation might be to suggest that your interpreters set up their own workshops and
perhaps take turns presenting information that would be of interest to them.  This might be done during teacher
workdays.  They would need to apply for CEU approval prior to the workshop by either using the RID
sponsorship or the ALBIT approval with the attached information form completed (attach the appropriate
ALBIT forms).  As long as the workshop content is related to improving interpreting skills, then the purpose
and intent of earning CEUs would be met.

There is also an issue that is of concern to the Licensure Board and its integrity to uphold the law and remain
neutral in judgment of philosophy as a whole.  You “quoted” comments that you say were made by ALBIT
Board members referring to S.E.E. signers in a derogatory manner.  After polling several Board members and
participants who were also at the meeting to which you are referring, no one could recall a Board member
stating such things as you claim.  If you agree that what you stated is in fact-in error, a reprinted correction
might be in order.

Your love for the Deaf community and desire for Deaf children to receive quality education is shared by the
Licensure Board regardless of perceived differing philosophies.

Sincerely,
The Alabama Licensure Board of Interpreters and Transliterators

            5946 Monticello Drive
     Montgomery, Alabama 36117
        Telephone (706) 315-8151
             Fax (334) 244-1183

    Bob Riley
    Governor
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January 2005.  For some interpreters the
month of January brings a sense of panic and
dread as they scramble around looking for last
minute CEU opportunities. Just last week an
interpreter seeking a way to earn CEUs before
March 15th approached me.  The interpreter
stated she had not heard of any workshops all
year that offered the required 2.0.  Another
interpreter the same week asked if I knew
where she could earn just 30 minutes worth or
.5.  She didn’t want to attend a workshop in her
own town that offered 2 hours of CEUs
because that would put her over the required
minimum.  What’s wrong with going over the
required minimum?  This article is to address
the issue of last minute CEUs, not how many
we should earn – I’ll save that topic for another
day.

Every interpreter (even Educational
Interpreters) working in the state of Alabama
must possess a permit or license issued by the
ALBIT.  ALBIT Rules and Regulations require
an interpreter or transliterator to earn a
minimum of 2.0 CEUs per 12month cycle in
order to keep the license/permit. That cycle
currently runs from March 15 to March 15 (go
to www.albit.state.al.us for more information).

So I started thinking… just how many total
CEUs could have been earned if one attended
the announced opportunities within the state of
AL for the 2004 cycle?  Here’s what I found.
This list may not include EVERY opportunity,
but it does include all those advertised through
ALRID or TERPInfo:

March 2004 April 2004 May 2004 June 2004
Location CEUs Location CEUs Location CEUs Location CEUs

Birmingham .2 Huntsville .6 Mobile .6 Gulf Shores .4
On-line .1 Montgomery .6 Gulf Shores 1.6
Montgomery .2 Birmingham .2 Birmingham .2
Birmingham .2

July 2004 August 2004 September 2004 October 2004
Location CEUs Location CEUs Location CEUs Location CEUs

Jacksonville 4.0 Montgomery 4.0 Huntsville .2 Birmingham 4.2

Birmingham .2 Birmingham .2 Birmingham .2 JSU .55

Shoals .6 Mobile .3

November 2004 December 2004 January 2005 February 2005
Location CEUs Location CEUs Location CEUs Location CEUs
Birmingham .2 Birmingham .2 Birmingham 1.8 Birmingham 2.0
Montgomery 1.6 Montgomery .2 Mobile .8 JSU .6
Huntsville .3 Huntsville .2

Wow! If my math is correct, a total of 27.25 or
272.5 hours of CEUs were offered within the
state of Alabama during this last cycle year.
For those interpreters/transliterators who have

not earned the required 2.0 CEUS, take heart.
There are some CEU opportunities offered
before the March due date, some of which
advertised here in this newsletter.

        LLAASSTT  MMIINNUUTTEE  CCEEUUSS
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Advertisement

Faculty Position
ASL/Interpreting

Description: Under general supervision, prepare and teach Interpreter Training classes for the
American Sign Language/Interpreting Department. Contribute to the department mission
through involvement in the deaf community in such ways as serving on committees, making
presentations and attending community events. Faculty member can be assigned to any SLCC
location.

Qualifications: Master's degree (or verification of completion of degree requirements by the
time of employment) in ASL education, linguistics or related discipline from an accredited
college or university required. Candidate should have near-native fluency in American Sign
Language and Interpreter certification (RID, state QA, etc.)  Three (3) years full-time teaching
experience preferred. Preference is given to candidates with demonstrated strength in teaching
interpreting courses.  ASTLA certification preferred and demonstrated commitment to diversity.

Salt Lake Community College, Redwood Campus, is located just minutes from a Video Relay
Call Center as well as a short drive to the Robert G. Sanderson Community Center for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing.

For a complete job description or to apply, please go to http://jobs.slcc.edu. Salt Lake
Community College is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Job closing date: April 8, 2005.

To contact the dept: 801-957-4929 or Emily.beech@slcc.edu
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We are very pleased to announce our Sixth Annual Total Immersion Weekend!!   We will return to the same location
at Shocco Springs in Talladega, AL.  We'll welcome back two of our talented instructors, Kayleen Pugh and Faith
Powell, from last year and introduce you to a few new ones.

It is our great pleasure to announce Peter Cook as one of our instructors for 2005.  He is an internationally known
Deaf performing artist. His original stories, told in American Sign Language, showcase his versatility by incorporating
pantomime, acting, and movement in an innovative style rarely seen in performances of this kind. His dynamic,
humorous, and at times poignant facial expressions combine to form a delightful smorgasbord of visual pleasure sure
to fascinate deaf and hearing audiences of all ages. Viewers will find themselves captivated by a master storyteller
who will send them on a wonderful, emotional journey. Peter Cook’s performances are so clear that most hearing
audiences barely need the equally dynamic spoken English translations. Peter’s television appearances include the
PBS production of “United States of Poetry,” and he performs throughout the year at storytelling festivals in the U.S.
and Europe.

   We'll have various levels of workshops designed to appeal to all fields of interpreters including: educational,
freelance, interpreter training students, and advanced signers with an interest in interpreting.

    A dinner on Saturday night with the Deaf Community will provide you with some social interaction and hands on
practice for all the new skills you will be acquiring during this workshop.

   An information packet with map and further instructions will be sent to you after your registration form and money
is received.  You can find more information about Shocco Springs by going to their website at www.shocco.org.

    Don't miss this ideal professional development opportunity to enhance your skills, earn CEUs, meet and interact
with colleagues, learn something new, and be entertained!  Hope to see you there!!

   Hotel information for those who wish to stay off site include:
  Budget Inn (1 mile from Shocco).

     256-362-0900
  Super 8 (3 miles from Shocco)

     256-315-9511

BAD/ALRID has applied for RID CEU approval.  Information concerning this will be sent out in the information
pack.   A certificate will be awarded at the conclusion of the weekend.

For more information please call:
email: BAD_ALRID@HOTMAIL.COM or Pat Smartt (205) 672-8068
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Sixth Annual Total Immersion Weekend Registration Form

Name:__________________________                                                                        

Address:___________________________                                                                   

            ____________________________                                                                   

Home Phone:________________________                                                                 

Work Phone:________________________                                                                  

Email:_____________________________                                                                  

Please notify if handicapped accommodations are needed.  (Spaces are limited.)
Information packet will be sent upon receipt of registration.

Early Registration prior to February 1, 2005
**with dorm room.......$140.00
**without dorm room..$ 100.00
**One Day....................$ 95.00

Late Registration postmarked after February 1, 2005
**with dorm room.......$165.00
**without dorm room..$125.00

**One Day.....................$ 105.00

  Deposit of $50 required with registration, balance due February 10, 2005.  Registration refunded only if workshop is
canceled.  Spaces are limited and will be going fast.  Don't hesitate!  Make your reservation early.  Price includes
meals, room and lot's of fun.

Send to: BAD/ALRID, P. O. Box 285, Sterrett, AL  35147

General Information
What you need to bring:
*Linens or Sleeping Bag

*Bath Towels, Pillows, etc.
*Personal Items, Flashlight

*Roll of Quarters $$$
This year all meals will be provided by Camp Shocco, which is why it's imperative to reserve your place early.

All you need to bring is your own drinks and snack foods.

Arrival Time Friday Evening:
5:00 P.M.

Arrival Time Sat/Sun Morning:
7:30 A.M.

Concluding Sunday:
1:00 P.M
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We’ve all asked or been asked what are CEUs?
Why do we have to earn them?
How do we earn them?

Like many educational and other professional
agencies, RID & ALBIT require participants to earn
a specific number of continuing education units
(CEUs). The CEU is a nationally recognized unit of
measurement for activities that meet established
criteria for increasing knowledge and competency.
One CEU is equal to ten (10) contact hours of
participation in an organized continuing education
experience, the experience of which is based on
responsible sponsorship, capable direction, and
qualified instruction.

RID &/or ALBIT rely on approved sponsors to
provide appropriate educational activities for
participants. These activities can be group
activities, such as workshops, lectures, or
conferences or independent study activities, such
as mentoring and self-study. Sponsors are
monitored regularly to ensure that their activities
are of high quality.

Opportunities to earn CEUs are presented
throughout the year in various locations around the
state.  However, interpreters and transliterators
have very busy schedules and cannot often travel
to earn CEUs or will put off this task until the last
minute.   RID and ALBIT understand the pressures
we face and have made available other
opportunities to earn CEUs that do not necessarily
require so much travel.

How To Earn CEUs
Sponsored Activities: When considering a
workshop check the brochure or flyer for the RID
CMP logo and a statement that reads “This is an
RID Sponsor approved activity”.

Activities That Earn CEUs
• RID Approved Sponsor initiated activities

such as workshops, short courses,
conferences, and silent weekends.

• Non-RID Sponsored Participant-Initiated
activities such as in-service workshops,
attending workshops or conferences of
other organizations. (PINRA)

• Non-RID Sponsored Academic Coursework
such as college courses taken at an
accredited institution.

• Independent Study activities such as home
study with videos, research or literature
reviews, study groups, acting as a mentor
or mentee, curriculum/workshop
development, teaching a workshop for the
first time. Each Independent Study Plan is
limited to 1.5 CEUs per ALBIT.

The detailed steps of the procedures to earn
CEUS through these methods can be found on-
line at www.rid.org.

��������������������
The ALRID board has voted to support not only
the president to attend the RID conference in

San Antonio this summer, but also one
member of ALRID!

If you would li
age essay on why you would be
a good person to send. Once the registration is
paid, full refunds are not available. So, please,

serious inquiries only. Send them to
president@alrid.org. An ad hoc committee will

determine the winner.

Deadline: February 15, 2005.

WWHHAATT  AARREE  CCEEUUSS  ??  HHOOWW  DDOO  II  EEAARRNN  TTHHEEMM??
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Auburn, Alabama

This conference will provide an opportunity to showcase the professional and
career opportunities for deaf individuals and to encourage parents to raise

their exceptions for their deaf children.

  What is COSDA?
COSDA is a consortium of Alabama agencies and organizations whose mission is service to
individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing; or programs with broader missions that have an
identifiable, significant component of services to deaf and/or hard of hearing individuals.

  How COSDA Began:
On July 18, 1984 a pre-planning committee met headed by Earl Lindsey, Alabama Department of
Rehabilitation Services, State Coordinator of Deaf Services.  The committee consisted of
representatives from the Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind, Program for Exceptional
Children and Youth, Alabama Association of the Deaf, Speech and Hearing Association of
Alabama, Alabama Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Alexander Graham Bell Association for
the Deaf, and what was then the Division of Rehabilitation and Crippled Children Services.  Their
intention was to address the need for an organizational forum to discuss issues of common
concern.  It was the unanimous decision of this group that such an organization was long
overdue.  It was further agreed to host an organizational meeting of the Council of Organizations
Serving Deaf Alabamians (COSDA).

The organizational meeting took place on September 18, 1984 at the Independent Living Center
in Birmingham.  Twenty-nine agencies and organizations were represented.  Mr. Lindsey
recognized the important purpose of the meeting in his opening comments, and was quoted as
saying, “Hopefully, this day will be looked upon as the beginning of an effort that will make a
tremendous impact on deafness in Alabama.”

At the organizational meeting, the original COSDA bylaws were adopted and the first slate of
officers was elected:  Earl Lindsey, President; Doug Patterson, President-Elect; Tammy Adams,
Secretary; and Roy Price, Treasurer.

2005 COSDA Meeting Dates & Locations

February 10, 2005
JCCD in Montgomery

10:00 AM

April 14, 2005
Alabama Industrial Development
Training Center in Montgomery

10:00 AM

June 2, 2005
Auburn University Conference Center

in Auburn, AL
10:00 AM
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Proudly Announces

The 40th Biennial Conference of Alabama
Association of the Deaf

Will be held in

Auburn, Alabama
June 2, 3, and 4, 2005

At the Beautiful
Hotel at Auburn University

and Dixon Conference Center
*All facilities and rooms under one roof!  No commuting needed!
*Under renovation – will be GORGEOUS when completed!
*Most restaurants and stores within walking distance!
*A special 40th Biennial Anniversary Celebration!
*Come one, come all!  Reserve Early!  Fill the from below and mail or make
  reservations on-line (be sure to use group code #1022IY) asap!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Alabama Association for the Deaf
June 2-4, 2005

Name:                                                                                                                                                             

Address:                                                                                                                                                         

City & State:                                                                                                     Zip Code                              

Phone number:                                                             Alternate Number:                                                  

Arrival Date:                                                        Departure Date:                                                                              

Room Type:
                King ($79 Rate)                    Double/Double ($79 Rate)

*Guest Room Block will be held until May 3, 2005
* Reservations can be made on-line at www.auhcc.com (use group code #1022IY)
2 4 1  S O U T H  C O L L E G E  S T R E E T •  A U B U R N ,  A L A B A M A  3 6 8 3 0

P H O N E :   3 3 4 .  8 2 1 .  8 2 0 0    •  F A X   3 3 4  .  8 2 6 .  8 5 7 7
www.a u hcc . co m
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Alabama Association of the Deaf
40th Biennial Conference

June 2-4, 2005
Registration Form

Deadline Date February
15

April
15

At
Door

Registration/Membership/Workshop $35 $35 $45

Banquet/Entertainment $35 $45 $45 *Entertainment
Only

Pageant $20 $25 $30
Total Cost $90 $105 $120
Savings Of $30 $15 $0** **Minus Banquet

Any college student and interpreters
in training with proof

$90 $90 $90*** ***No banquet if
purchased at door

Name:                                                                                                                                                             

Address:                                                                                                                                                         
Street

                                                                                                                                                          
City State ZIP Code

                                                                                           
Email Address

# tickets:                                                

The registration/combination tickets are NON-REFUNDABLE.

Make check payable to: Talladega chapter/Club of the Deaf

Mail the check and the form to:
George R. Roebuck, Conference Treasurer
600 Hillandale Drive
Talladega, AL 35160
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The 40th Biennial Conference of AAD
Conference Presenters:

Frank Turk, a workshop presenter and a keynote speaker, is a well-known advocate for Deaf people and
very much loved by the Deaf community throughout the United States.  Frank is currently residing in South
Dakota and very much involved in the Communication Service for the Deaf (CSD) as an organizational &
community relations officer.  He will present about the importance of community service and also share the
information about CSD.  Deaf folks in Alabama are excited about having him as one of the presenters.

Sue Mather is an assistant professor in the ASL Linguistics Department at Gallaudet University and has a
Ph.D. in Linguistics.  In her workshop, she will be sharing interesting facts about Deaf culture.  She has
been coming to Alabama several times to teach ASL Linguistics at Alabama School for the Deaf.  Without a
doubt, our sense of Deaf pride will be enlightened after attending her workshop.

Robert Mather is an employee at U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C.  He travels all over the
country to educate about civil and disability rights.  His workshop will promote our awareness of legal issues
such as ADA.

Libby Pollard, a political leader in the Deaf community, has been an active member of the National
Association of the Deaf (NAD) for many years. Parliamentarian is one of her many roles in the Deaf
community.  The members of Alabama Association for the Deaf are excited to have her to teach
parliamentary process to make their meetings go efficiently and smoothly.

- Sandy Rae Scott, Workshop Committee Chairperson

MODELS AND MENTORS:  How to Reach Your Potential
This one-day workshop will kick off the Gulf Coast and
Alabama mentoring project.  This workshop will
introduce the life-long continuum of professional growth
from learning American Sign Language to acquiring
specialty certificates as a nationally certified interpreter
within the framework of a mentoring paradigm.

• Using a panel of experts and stakeholders in the
field of interpreting, transliterating and Deaf
culture, participants will learn of the various
stages of professional growth to becoming a
qualified interpreter in various settings.

• Participants will self identify the broad area of
need for their first mentoring experience within
this project.

• Participants will then meet with their proposed
master mentor/sage that will be available to
establish a 3-month plan of action.

• Additionally, participants with their master
mentors/sages will establish the next quarterly
share shop session to assess their progress
during this 3 month trial period.

• These share shop sessions will be held in
various locations based upon the participants’
locality.

This one-day workshop will be held at Pensacola Junior
College, Room 252, Pensacola, FL, on March 5, 2005.

For more information contact DHHS of NW FL
Jimmy Peterson, Director: jpeterson@dhhsnwfl.org
PJC Contact person, Terri Schisler: tschisler@pjc.edu
or Workshop Moderator, Sue Scott: sthree@gulftel.com
or your ALRID President Nancy Hayes:
president@alrid.org.
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2005 RID National Conference
July 10-15, 2005

San Antonio, Texas

The 2005 RID National Biennial Conference is
expected to attract upward of 2,000 members to
San Antonio. The emphasis is on educational
development. More than 75 different educational
opportunities were offered at the 2003 Conference,
ranging from 5 hour concentrated tracks to 3 hour
workshops, 1-1/2 hour professional presentations
and forums on topics of interest to those in the
profession as well as plenary sessions most
mornings.

Many businesses pay for staff members to attend
the RID conference since it is the best opportunity
for educational development in the United States.

Additionally, as the largest gathering of sign
language interpreters in the world, it offers
participants the opportunity to meet with fellow
colleagues from around the nation and the world
and establish life-long professional relationships.
The best and the brightest of the profession will be
on hand in San Antonio. Make your plans to be
there as well.

Participants may register for the entire conference,
or pay a daily rate. Badges will be issued for all
participants (daily registrants will receive various
colored badges) and are mandatory for entry into
the educational aspects of the conference.

Full registrants will receive a Program Book.

The Closing Banquet is currently scheduled to
occur on Thursday night, July 14. The price
includes a meal and entertainment.
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Marriott Rivercenter
101 Bowie Street
San Antonio, TX 78205
210/223-1000
Fax 210/223-6239
http://sanantoniotourist.com/Marriot
tRiverCenter

1-800-228-9290 (Call this number
for registration and mention the

group Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc. The
hotel started taking reservations in July, 2004.

The Marriott Rivercenter is a 4 Diamond property
within footsteps of the world-renowned RiverWalk,
within walking distance of the Buckhorn Hall of Horns,
Convention Center/Hemisfair, El Mercado/Market
Square, Rivercenter Mall/IMAX Theater, San Antonio
Zoo/Witte Museum, and the Alamo. Just a short
distance further are attractions such as the Mission
Trail, Sea World of Texas and the Fiesta Texas
Theme Park.

The Marriott Rivercenter is the tallest building in San
Antonio, not including the Tower of the Americas.
Also, it is the tallest hotel in Texas outside of Dallas.

Marriott Room rates: Single - $129.00 -- Double -
$134.00 -- Each additional person - $20.00 -- Suites -
$400.00 - $1,500.00. Price does not include state and
local taxes (currently 16.75%).

RID has rooms reserved from Thursday, July 7 to
Saturday, July 16 at the aforementioned rates.
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Attention Interpreters!

RID has developed a letter to give to your employer to encourage them to sponsor your attendance to the
2005 RID Conference. A printed copy of the letter is below.  You may download the original letter from
http://www.rid.org/empLetter05.pdf.
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Fiscal Year July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005

NAME:                                                                                                                                                    

ADDRESS:                                                                                                                                             

CITY:                                                                  STATE:                   ZIP:                                     

Home Phone:  (____)_______________    Work Phone:(____)                                             

Fax: (___)_______________________ Local Chapter:                                                     

Email Address:                                                                                                                                       

Credentials:                                                                                                                                             
(ALBIT or other State License or Permit, RID Certifications or NAD Certifications)

Where do you prefer to receive The ALRID News?
E-mail Address    or    U.S. Postal Service   (Circle One)

PAYMENT ALRID Membership Dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00
                                   Donations:                    Scholarship Fund  . . . . ._______
                                                                                    Training Fund . . . . . . . ._______

                         Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _______
                               After June 30th Renewing Members add $5.00 Late Fee. . . . . . . ._______

                                   TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …………………... $_______

A Check or Money Order can be made payable to ALRID will serve as your receipt.

ALRID shall assess a $25.00 fee for each check returned due to insufficient funds.

Send Application and Payment to:     Lisa Gould, Secretary of ALRID
                     1050 Government Street

             Mobile, AL  36604
   (251) 432-7777 gould.lisa@aidb.state.al.us

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: Date Received: __________________    Check #: ____________
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Editor, The ALRID News
% Nancy Stansell
306 Autumn Lane
Madison, AL 35758
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ALRID does not necessarily endorse or support any
products or businesses whose advertisements appear in
the ALRID Newsletter. The ALRID Board makes the
final decision on which ads to publish 
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